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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the 
Signal Seeker. In addition classified advertisements 
may be submitted for inclusion as space permits. Email 
is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan 
both text and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Treasurer: 
Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.com

Cc: Signal Seeker editors at jocarpenter@comcast.net,
   or secarpenter@comcast.net

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chair John Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net
Vice Chair Jim Hofferbert hofferje@comcast.net
Treasurer Don Harris donh45@yahoo.com
Secretary Steve Snyder steve_n_marie@comcast.net
Judging Chair Page Campbell pcampbell3618@comcast.net
Regional Directors
Northeastern Jim Board jboard@cox.net
Southeastern Jerry & Susan Duffey duffey302@cox.net
Southwestern Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson wilball@comcast.net

Your Ad Here

2014 MAC Board of Directors

Appointed Board Members 
Charitable Activities Ellen Strawmyre

K.C.Strawmyre
suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Historian John Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb newcomb.reid@comcast.net
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert hofferje@comcast.net
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Jim Board jboard@cox.net
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird envcons@comcast.net
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief John & Susan Carpenter jocarpenter@comcast.net

secarpenter@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us

wilball@comcast.net
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net

turnerjt63@comcast.net
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson gary.wilkerson@comcast.net

Coming Soon: 
New Advertsing Opportunities 

and Ad Rates

To place an ad, contact MAC Treasurer,
Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.com

For ad specs, contact Signal Seeker Editor, 
Susan Carpenter 

at secarpenter@comcast.net
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2014
MAC Schedule of Events

Welcome New Members
For detailed contact information on new members, 
please email Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net

Eric & Danae Delman
Alexandria, VA

Thomas Doi
Oxon Hill, MD

Ethan & Carlie Morris
Warrenton, VA

Bob & Lori Powell
Powhatan, VA

Eddie & Kim Smith
Mechanicsville, VA

Ed Thompson
Hopewell, NJ

Bob & Chris Vitrikas
Barboursville, VA

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing and striving to 
meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come 
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history 
and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a 
Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may be, please 
take some time to mark your calendar with our upcoming 
events and activities. As always, we look forward to 
seeing you and your family attending MAC events (your 
car or cars to be included of course). Should you have 
any membership questions, please call Reid Newcomb at 
(410) 742-3070, email: newcomb.reid@comcast.net or 
contact any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb

April 12 Tech Session and 
Judging Meet
Broadway, VA

May 30 - 31 Tech Session and 
Judging Meet
Zip Products
Mechanicsville, VA

June TBD MAC Cruise-In

July 13 - 17 2014 NCRS 
National Convention 
Overland Park, KS

Aug 22 - 24 Corvettes at Carlisle
Carlisle, PA

August 23 12th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA
K.C. and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735)
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792)

Sept 18 Tech Session
Klick Lewis Chevrolet
Palmyra, PA

October 18 Fall Road Tour - 
Udvar-Hazy Restoration 
Facility, Smithsonian 
Air & Space Museum
Dulles, VA

Dec - TBD MAC Annual Meeting and
Christmas Dinner

Dec - TBD MAC Western Region
Christmas Dinner
Ron Wilson (301-463-5570)

On the cover: Tech session attendees inspect Chuck 
Berge’s recently-found original ‘69 convertible. A former 
MAC Chair, Chuck brought his car to a judging session and 
fielded questions about NCRS judging. If you have an inter-
esting tale to tell about your car, we’d like to hear it. Contact 
your Signal Seeker editors.

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
mourns the recent passing of:

Mary Ravenberg
January 18, 2014

The mother of former MAC Chair Duane Ravenberg,
Mary was an avid gardener, accomplished 

needleworker and expert baker.



SIGNAL SEEKER Spring 3014   5

As I look out my window today, March 17, it is 27 
degrees and snowing.  While we can’t control the 

weather, I’m sure that many of us would like to.  Cabin 
fever seems rampant this year and there’s good reason 
considering all the winter related records that were 
established.  Every day that has a forecast of more cold 
makes my Corvette look better and better.  I actually 
start fantasizing about how much fun the car is to drive 
and how much I miss my MAC friends.  With the start of 
spring, I hope dreams will become reality quickly.

In an effort to develop an interesting plan for MAC events, 
your Board of Directors has developed a schedule that 
includes many different venues.  The first tech session 
of the season was held March 15th,  in Gettysburg, PA.  
MAC member Frank Buck graciously hosted the event 
in his amazing garage filled with Packards, military 
Jeeps, solid axle racing Corvettes, fire trucks, trains, 
and interesting memorabilia. I was impressed with the 
number of members and friends who attended and hope 
this is representative of how the rest of the year will go. 
And what a full year we have coming up. I hope to hold at 
least one event in each MAC region so, if you know of an 
upcoming Corvette event or a restoration shop, engine 
builder, or business that members would enjoy learning 
about, let one of the MAC officers know. If you know 
of a road tour the Chapter could take that terminates 
at a cruise-in or picnic area, let us know. Do you have 
a suggestion, a recommendation or a complaint?  Tell 
us. If you find an event where NCRS MAC can get some 
visibility let me, your Regional Director or any one of the 
officers know about it. These could include events with 
other NCRS Chapters like Mason Dixon, or organizations 
like Vettes for Vets. Let us know what you think will keep 
MAC Top Flight and a group that people want to join.

This is the start of my experience as the Chair for the 
Mid Atlantic Chapter (MAC) and I feel very honored to 
be in this position.  I follow K.C. Strawmeyer who is a 

John Carpenter

Message From the Chair

recognized and well-respected restoration expert and 
enthusiast who always educates you in some way and 
is just plain fun to be around. He and his wife Sue are 
good cooks too!  Thanks to him and all of MAC’s former 
Chairs who continue to help with any subject at any time. 
I can only hope to do as well as our previous chairs. You 
should know that all of our elected and appointed officers 
enthusiastically support our Chapter and its events.  We 
are most fortunate to have such a great team. When I 
held the first conference call with the Board of Directors 
and former MAC Chairs, I was impressed with the help, 
guidance, willingness, and enthusiasm everyone had. 
I rarely had this kind of staff involvement when I was 
working with people who were getting paid. They truly 
care about all that we do and will help any member when 
possible. Everyone should consider volunteering. It’s 
enjoyable, a real learning experience and a chance to 
meet some very interesting people. 

I have belonged to NCRS and MAC since 1988 and 
enjoyed many tech sessions and other events. It’s 
fair to say that I have learned something new at every 
session. I have been impressed with members who 
are willing to step forward and provide presentations. 
Presentations can be difficult when briefing a group of 
experts and professional restorers who, in many cases, 
have been there and done that many times. However, 
the friendships and camaraderie that has developed over 
the years makes it all worthwhile. I am also the co-editor 
for our newsletter, Signal Seeker, and MAC’s Historian. 
That’s a significant workload but I enjoy giving back 
what I can. Try it...you’ll like it.

We all have our own reasons for joining NCRS.  Most of 
us came for the cars and have stayed for the people. As 
MAC, we should all be proud of what our predecessors 
created and what we need to keep interesting and 
enjoyable. Let’s make it a great summer!
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NCRS Mid-Atlantic Chapter Financial Statement
Financial Policy (MAC Bylaws, Para IX, Article 9.1)

“The financial records of the Chapter, to include, but not limited to, judging, membership events, and merchandise sales, shall 
be audited annually. The Board of Directors shall appoint an auditor or an audit committee for that purpose. Financial records 
shall be made available for audit by the 15th of January after the end of the calendar year accounting period. The Audit Report 
shall be completed no later than March 31 next. The results shall be reported to the membership in the next Signal Seeker.”

MAC Policy & Procedure – Annual Audit (August 2005) provides further guidance for this review. The term “audit” is used 
throughout both documents while the intent is to have an independent review vice a formal “audit.”  The 2013 Chapter audit of 
MAC’s financial records was successfully completed by member Dave Gray.

Mid Atlantic Chapter NCRS, Inc.
Financial Statement
For the Year 2013
Opening Balance, January 1st of reporting year: $20,239.52

INCOME  
 Membership Dues $4,565.00   
 Events $930.00
 Other (NCRS National, Annual Meeting Repayment) $1,475.00   
 Interest $19.08 
 Carlisle – NCRS National Share of Expenses $350.00
 Merchandise Sales $235.00
 Ad Income $140.00
 Total Income  $7,714.08 
EXPENSES  
 Printing $352.50
 Postage $73.91
 Other (Webhosting, Carlisle, National Convention Planning Chapter Annual Meeting) $4,763.72
 Carlisle (Space, Tent, Tables, Chairs Rental) $795.47
 Merchandise Purchases $430.19
 Donations $980.00* 
 Total Expenses   $7,395.79

 TOTAL BALANCE (December 31, 2013)  $20,557.81      

 Donation Details:
 Wounded Warrior Project  $930.00  
 Bereavement  $50.00
 Total  $980.00

Respectfully submitted,
Don Harris
Treasurer, Mid-Atlantic Chapter
NCRS
March 2014
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Tech Session at Frank Buck’s
by John Carpenter

Frank Buck’s massive garage in Gettysburg, PA was 
the impressive setting for MAC’s first technical 

session of 2014. Frank, a serious car enthusiast and 
passionate car collector has been involved with vintage 
cars since the age of sixteen. He has a 1932 Packard 
Super 8 Deluxe Dual Cowl Phaeton which won a class 
award at Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance in 2009 
and was winner of the Amelia Award at the Amelia Island 
Concours d’Elegance in March 2011. He also has two 
other orginal condition Packards. In addition to his 
collector cars he also participates in racing hill climbs 
at Hershey. Because of the sunny day and Mr. Cook’s 
willingness to host our Chapter, the session had a record 
turnout with over 70 MAC members in attendance, After 
we all grabbed a cup of coffee and doughnut(s), Mr. 
Buck and his son Adam, took everyone on a tour of 
his spacious facility. In addition to the aforementioned 
Packards, he has Corvettes, Jeeps,  fire trucks, military 
memorabilia, toy trains, and World War II helmets. 

Jim Hofferbert, Vice Chair and session announcer called 
the session to order at 9:00 a.m. First up, Chuck Berge, 
a former MAC chair, presented a judging school on his 
1969 Bow Tie car. Chuck recently found the car and it is 
stunning. It sure was great to see an original, unrestored 
car. They are only original once. After the judging school, 
Chuck had a lively question and answer period about 
judging and various pressures exerted on Judges. 

Frank Buck and his son, Adam, hosted the session at 
Frank’s spectacular garage in Gettysburg. In addition 
to Corvettes, the facility holds a collection of Packards, 
Jeeps, fire trucks and military memorabilia.

Tech session attendees look over Chuck Berge’s 1969 
Bow Tie car. After the judging school,  Chuck conducted a 
question and answer session.
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This session was followed by our host Frank who gave 
an in-depth presentation about his racing Corvettes, 
one being a 1957 “Airbox” car. This car is an extremely 
rare piece of American automobile history. Forty-three 
of these racing-model cars were produced by Chevrolet 
and fewer than half of them are known to exist 
today. Airbox cars are so rare that even some of the 
most-dedicated Corvette hobbyists have never seen 
one. The Airbox cars were 57 Corvettes with a fresh 
air box mounted on the driver’s side of the engine 
and connected to the FI unit. They also had the solid 

lifter (283hp/283) FI engine, heavy duty suspension 
and steering, HD brakes, steering column mounted 
tach (8000rpm), no radio, no heater, wide wheels, and 
dog dish caps. As rare as the car is, Frank still drives it 
occasionally.

Above left: Frank has an informative sign displayed on his 
car: “This 315hp Corvette was delivered new and race-ready 
from the factory to Bob Mouat in Baltimore, Maryland who 
competed successfully against drivers such as Don Yenko 
and Dr. Dick Thompson. It was raced almost continuously 
until 1965 on East Coast tracks such as Watkins Glen, 
VIR, Bridgehampton, and Marlboro Raceway. It is one of 
28 known ‘57 Corvettes equipped with RPO684 ‘big brake 
package’ as well as RPO5790 ‘airbox’ option. It is one of six 
with factory upgraded traction bars, electric fuel pump, and 
competition exhaust. It was restored to original condition in 
2007 and purchased by the Bucks in 2010. Most recently, it 
was raced at the 2013 Grand Ascent Hershey Hill Climb.”

Our host, Frank Buck gives a presentation on his 
racing Corvettes, including the rare 1957 “Airbox” 
car.
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After Frank’s presentation we were treated to lunch from 
Subway. Most everybody acted like they wanted to take a 
nap after lunch but Bill Sangrey and Ron Wilson had other 
plans. The decision was made earlier to demonstrate 
all that’s involved with the teardown of a short block. 
Bill’s block had mechanical problems internally and we 
all were interested to investigate. Even though there 
were some metal pieces in the pan there was nothing 

we could see indicating an issue. After further inspection 
we found one of the pistons had small engine pieces 
stuck in the top of it and a couple of broken lands. Ron 
Wilson’s tear-down was more typical of what most of 
us have experienced. After that informative session, the 
event was a wrap. It was a great day!

Ron Wilson, Bill Sangrey and 
helpers perform an engine 
teardown for the large turnout 
of MAC members.
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NCM Ambassador Report
by Jim Board

This report is my first as your NCM Ambassador, and 
there is much to report! However, there are many 

MAC members I have yet to meet, so allow me a brief 
introduction.

Born into a Corvette-crazy family, I am a NCM Lifetime 
Member, NCRS Member #8093, and proud owner of 
two Corvettes, an heirloom 1963 340hp Coupe (Duntov 
Award, Hampton 2013) and a 2013 427 60th Anniversary 
Convertible (Engine Build Experience, Corvette Buyer’s 
Tour and “R8C” NCM Delivery). 

As many of you have already heard, during the predawn 
hours of February 12, 2014, a sinkhole slowly opened up 
beneath the NCM Sky Dome setting off security alarms. 
Security cameras recorded eight irreplaceable Corvettes 
dropping like toy cars into a massive hole as it opened 
in the museum floor. The incident shocked automobile 
enthusiasts and car collectors, and received news 
coverage from media around the world.

Corvettes that fell into the sinkhole:

• a gorgeous Tuxedo Black on Red, one-owner 1962 
Corvette;

• the bright orange 1984 PPG Indy 500 Pace Car;

• the 1 millionth Corvette, a 1992 in classic Arctic 
White on Red (donated to the NCM by GM);

• a Ruby Red 1993 40th anniversary Corvette; 

• the 1993 ZR1 Spyder, a GM design study that was 
never put into production;

• a one-off Mallett Hammer 2001 Z06 Corvette;

• the 1.5 millionth Corvette, a 2009 Arctic White on 
Red;

• the 2009 ZR1 “Blue Devil” show car on loan from 
GM.

Inside the Sky 
Dome, showing the 

gapping sinkhole. 
Visible on top of the 
rubble, you can see 

the 1962 Corvette 
(sitting nose up), 

2009 ZR1 “Blue 
Devil,” and the 1993 

40th Anniversary 
Corvette (upside 

down). 

Photos used with 
permission of the 
National Corvette 

Museum.
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Other Corvettes 
on display in the 
Sky Dome were 
safely removed. 
And since that 
morning when 
the sinkhole 
opened, the 
eight damaged 
Corvettes have 
been recovered 
from the hole and 
restoration work 
is being planned. 
Engineers are 
investigating the geology underneath the NCM and 
damage to the structure while they explore options to 
save the National Corvette Museum’s signature Sky 
Dome. 

The damage to the NCM Sky Dome is almost 
incomprehensible. While the destruction is surprising, 
sinkholes and caves are not uncommon in western 
Kentucky. In fact, Mammoth Cave National Park is only 
32 miles away from the NCM. Mammoth Cave is the 
most extensive cave system on earth. With more than 
350 miles surveyed, Mammoth Cave is already over three 
times larger than any other known cave in the world. With 

much still left to 
survey, geologists 
estimate Mammoth 
Cave could contain 
another 600 
additional miles 
of unexplored 
passages.

NCM has posted 
several videos 
on its YouTube 
website for the 
curious. You can 
watch the dramatic 

security camera footage as the floor buckles and then 
gives way, dust blows out as the sinkhole opens, and 
cars begin to fall from sight. Also on YouTube is amazing 
video taken later from a remote controlled helicopter as 
inspectors survey 
the extent of the 
damage from a 
safe distance. The 
NCM YouTube 
site also shows a 
video of the crane 
recovering the 
damaged Corvettes 

This photo is a “fisheye” view of the Sky Dome floor, as seen from a remote 
controlled helicopter hovering over the damage.

Above: Workers recover the 1962 
Corvette from the sinkhole.
Left: Damage to the 1984 PPG 
Indy 500 Pace Car, one of the first 
Corvettes to fall into the sinkhole, 
was extensive.
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from inside the sinkhole. Visit http://www.youtube.com/
user/corvettemuseum for these fascinating NCM videos 
and much more. 

Everyone is grateful there were no injuries or loss of life. 
But given the extraordinary damage experienced by the 
NCM, and recognizing the greater financial burden this 
sinkhole has caused, please consider making an extra 
donation to the NCM this year. To reach the NCM in 
person, call (270) 781-7973. Or by US mail, National 
Corvette Museum, 350 Corvette Dr, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101. Your donations can also be 

The 2009 ZR1 “Blue Devil” 
emerged from the sinkhole 
in remarkably good shape. 

NCM staff was even able 
to start the engine. NCM 

Executive Director Wendell 
Strode said that the Blue 

Devil “sounded awesome, 
just like before.” Chevrolet 
spokesman, Monte Doran, 

confirmed “You could have 
that car back on the road in a 

couple of days.”

made on online via the NCM website, https://store.
corvettemuseum.com/services/buildingform.asp.

I am pleased to report the NCM is open for business 
again. The damaged Corvettes will be on display until 
their restoration work begins. Unfortunately, the Sky 
Dome is closed indefinitely. But a viewing window has 
been added to the partition so NCM visitors can now get 
a glimpse of the monstrous sinkhole underneath the Sky 
Dome. 

Right: With a strap attached to the one millionth 
Corvette ever built, a crane operator prepares to lift the 

damaged car from the bottom of the sinkhole. 

Some Corvettes fared better 
than others. While many of 

the eight Corvettes received 
extensive damage in the 

fall, others emerged almost 
unscathed. Shown below, 
the historic one millionth 

Corvette.
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Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

NCRS Foundation To Raise Up To $15,000 
To National Corvette Museum
by Chris Ecclestone
March 10, 2014
Reprinted with permission from gmauthority.com/blog.

  

As you may have already heard, a giant sinkhole opened 
up under the National Corvette Museum (NCM) on 

Wednesday, February 12th, 2014, swallowing eight historic 
Corvettes. To date, five of those eight Vettes have been 
recovered, while three are still at the bottom of the hole, 
waiting to be rescued. And although all eight vehicles will be 
displayed in their beat-up form before being restored with the 
help of General Motors, Corvette enthusiasts and associated 
organizations the world over are doing what they can to help 
the museum recover from the disaster. One of these is the 
National Corvette Restorers Society (NCRS) Foundation, 
which has announced that it has donated $5,000 to the NCM.

The donation is intended to help the museum “defer some 
of the unexpected expense of the repairs to the floor 
and displays”, according to the NCRS Foundation. The 
organization has also pledged to match up to an additional 
$5,000 for any donation from an NCRS Chapter, thereby 
raising the total possible donation amount to $15,000 — with 
a total of $10,000 from the foundation itself and (hopefully) 
$5,000 from Chapter donations.

To note, the NCRS is dedicated to the restoration, preservation, 
history and enjoyment of Corvettes made from the model 
years 1953 through 1996, while the NCRS Foundation is 
a “501(c)3 charity designed to provide an individual and/
or corporate sponsors an avenue to make contributions of 
monies, non-cash items such as stock/securities or Corvette 
archive memorabilia to support the NCRS Scholarship 
program and the NCRS Charity program.”

The GM Authority Take
As much as it pains us to see those poor Vettes all dirty and 
mangled, we can’t wait to see them restored to a pristine 
condition, and this donation by the NCRS foundation, as well 
as the potential donations from its chapter members, should 
allow the museum to focus on restoring the historic Vettes 
in question.

Good on ya, NCRS!
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Report from MAC’s Northwestern: Region 
Whats Going On In Our Neck of the Woods
by Ron and Sharon Wilson

The past winter has had us all inundated 
with the cold and snow, but it hasn’t 

slowed us down from working on 
our projects. Here is a sampling of some of 
those projects and I am sure there are many 
more from this area of MAC that I don’t know 
about but maybe with this little sampling  we 
can generate a little enthusiasm within the 
members to let me in on their projects for 
the next issue of Signal Seeker. 

Mike McCagh always has a few Corvettes 
under restoration and this year in addition 
to those he did a little make-over on his 
late model Chevy 4X4 pick-up. How about 
installing a 525hp GM small block engine 
in place of the stock engine? It’s all done 
now and is quite a beast. Mike says this will allow him to 
get from Point A to Point B a little (!!!) faster, which is 
something he is not lacking already. I am not sure how 
the stock drive-line will handle this little extra horsepower 
but we shall see. 

The Corvettes Mike has underway are a red/red 1964 
Roadster with the original FI engine and driveline. This  is 
a one-owner car that he has had it for a long time. I was 
there when he dragged it (John Deere style) from under 
one of his garages and thought he was going to use it 
for parts. Now it is a gorgeous car. Another Corvette is 
a 1965 blue 396 Coupe which is in the process now: the 
body is at Zane Finney’s for paint  and he has the chassis 
mostly done and ready to go. I don’t know how the guy 
does what he does, I am just glad he is around close 
by for help when I need him, he is a treasure trove 
of information and quite a guy.

The next Corvette undergoing some changes is “Casper.” 
Dave and KC are gearing up for a little more speed this year 
via some aerodynamic changes with the undercarriage 
and upper body behind the driver. Slicker and sleeker 
is always better when trying to go through the wind. I 
think they are shooting for 215 mph this year. Speaking 
of KC, he tells me the ‘65 he has been working on will be 
ready for the New England meet in May.

Jason Osom is a new MAC member in our region. He is 
working on a nice original 1966 Coupe. We all hope he 
can make it work because this car needs to be out and 
about. It is a piece of history waiting to be shown off. 

My 1962 is just about done. Sharon and I look forward 
to getting it on the road this year. My ‘64 Silver Coupe 
will undergo a chassis restoration later this year. I will 
keep you all informed about my progress on that.

Dave Kitch, a MAC member who also belongs to the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, is working on his 1965 Corvette a 
little at a time. See the related article on page 17. 

Now, what is going on in your neck of the woods, my 
fellow MAC Regional Reps? I enjoy telling other MAC 
members what’s going on in my area but I’d really enjoy 
hearing from the other regions of MAC as well. It could 
be about a restoration project or maybe a new Corvette 
or another Corvette restoration you or another member 
of your region is working on. Do you get together for ad 
hoc tech sessions or swap meets? Do you participate in 
any regional road tours or social events? I encourage 
MAC members in any region to write about their 
experiences for Signal Seeker. 

Ron Wilson takes his ‘62 out for a spin — during warmer days.
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My First Corvette
by Ron Dill

Way back in 1975 my family was growing and it 
was becoming apparent that we needed two cars. 

My wife, Sandy, and I talked about this need and I was 
thinking along the lines of some sort of, practical, family 
car.  When, suddenly, and out of the blue, Ms. Dill says 
“perhaps it is time to get that Corvette you’ve always 
wanted.” I was floored — but recovered almost instantly 
and in about 3 seconds I was out the door on a search for 
a suitable Corvette before she could change her mind.

In July of 1975 my Corvette search brought me to a young 
Navy guy from Norfolk.  He had bought the car from Bob 
Parish (who had a Corvette repair/restoration Garage 
near Old Dominion University in Norfolk and after some 
financial reversals moved to Moyock, NC).  I talked with 
Bob at the time and he had indicated that he had bought 
the car from a local Chevy dealer in Virginia Beach – the 
car had been traded in but was in such sad shape that 
they had called Bob to see if he wanted it as a parts car.  
The car still had the hard top so Bob bought the car and 
took the top off for another car he was working on and 
he took a few more parts of interest and value off the 
car and then sold the residue to the young Navy Seaman 
with big ideas and, unfortunately, shallow pockets. That 
is all I knew about the car’s early history. And, since the 
young Seaman had long since been reassigned and Mr. 
Parish had died a couple of years back of a heart attack, 
I really didn’t expect to learn anything more about my 
car’s previous history.

All I really knew about the car was that someone had 
drag raced it in an earlier life and that the engine, 
transmission and rear end pumpkin were not original 
and most any parts that had any serious value had 
disappeared from the  car. Overall, it was in pretty rough 
shape. The  pictures to the right were taken the day I 
brought the proud beauty home.

So, one Saturday night I was making my regular 
appearance at the local cruise-in about a mile from my 
house in Virginia, when this gentleman and his wife (Mr. 
and Mrs. Hogge) walked up and started talking to me 
about “Ol Red” as I call her now.  It turns out that they had 
been driving by the cruise in parking lot about the same 
time I pulled in so they had seen the car on the road.  Back 
in the 70’s he had a ‘61 Vette and he was very fond of that 

Photos of Ron’s car taken in 1971.
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memory and when he and his wife saw the ’61 pulling into 
the cruise in they just had to stop and look at the car and 
relive some old memories.  

As we talked about ‘61s in general, he casually mentioned 
that because of the leaks, his car had the cowl vent hole 
closed in and fiber glassed over — I exclaimed, so did 
this car and I related how it had taken me at least two 
weeks to recut and shape the hole so that the cowl vent 
I’d bought from a little Corvette shop in Northwest Ohio 
(some guy named Terry Michaelis with an itty bitty shop).  
Then he mentioned that his car had been a metallic blue 
– again, I exclaimed  — so was this car when I bought it 
and I explained that I had spent months removing the blue 
and the red/white paint that had been on the car. Then he 
mentioned that he had cut a couple of holes in the frame 
and built a special exhaust system that exited the rear of 
the car and that he had put a 307 cu in truck engine in 
the car. And, I exclaimed — this was your car! We went 
on to discuss other changes that had been made to the 
car before I bought it and it was very clear that he had 
once owned “Ol Red” back some 38 or 40 years ago. Once 
again I’m reminded, ‘tis a small world.

The Hogges live in the little village of Poquoson, which 
is just down the road about 3 miles from our house.  So, 
in all these years the car has not moved very far.  At our 
local cruise-ins for years, another guy from Poquoson has 
brought his green ‘60 and we talk about C-1s together, 
and it turns out that the wife of my car’s previous owner is 
a relative of his. Once again another amazing coincidence, 
it is really a small world.

After they left, I thought of maybe a million questions 
I should have asked him about the car and didn’t.  
Fortunately, he and his wife came to the Newport News Car 
Festival (some 700 wonderful cars in the woods) and we 
spent quite a while talking about the car.  Mrs. Hogge had 
a couple of pictures taken of the car back in 1971. I was 
so happy to get the pictures as they answered a couple of 
questions I had about the car. The car had already been 
painted metallic blue when he bought it so he did not 
know that the car had originally been Roman Red with 
Ermine White coves. I had found the red and white paint 
when I stripped the car; however, the door panels and old 
seats were red so I had thought that the car came with a 
red interior. That did not match up with the black dash and 
center console which was black.  However, the dash pad 
was gone and the console had been severely modified for 
a different after-market radio — so, it looked to me like the 
dash and console had been rattle can painted.  However, 

from his pictures it is clear that the car originally had a 
black interior. I believe that when Mr. Parish took the top 
off the car for his “other” project car, he also took the 
sun visors, the black seats and door panels for that car 
— replacing them in the blue car with the very sorry red 
seats and door panels that he had left from the other car. 
(You need to remember, back in ’73 or ’74 replacement or 
good reproduction door panels and seat covers were not 
as readily available as they are now.) 

The soft top had been replaced with a black one when 
he had bought the car so we really don’t know if the car 
originally came with a white or black top; however, with 
the original car being Red/White, with a black interior, and 
a black replacement top you can assume that it probably 
came with a black top when new.  Next year, when the 
45-year-old top is finally replaced, I’ll put a black one on.

Anyway, this has been a very pleasant journey down 
memory lane with the car. I am so thankful that fate 
brought the previous owner and me together.  And, I can’t 
believe that when I had replaced the interior I had chosen 
black and that was actually the correct choice.  

Mr. and Mrs. Hogge were kind enough to allow me to take 
their picture next to the car. Both the car and the couple 
are still looking good after all these years.

Top: The restored “Ol Red.”
Above: The Hogges pose with the ’61 convertible 
that once was theirs.
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A Tribute to Les Bieri
by Bill Sangrey

MAC has lost Les Bieri. New members of MAC never 
had the opportunity to meet Les who was truly a unique 
individual. The Lord really did throw away that mold. There 
was not another “Lester.”

There are two memories I will always have of Les. One is 
that he was the recognized and absolute believer of  “It’s 5 
o’clock somewhere.” He lived it long before Alan Jackson 
and Jimmie Buffett recorded it. 

But it is my second memory that speaks most about who 
Les Bieri was and what he meant to MAC. Les believed in 
NCRS and MAC. But most important were his actions to 
make MAC a major chapter player in NCRS. 

Today we take NCRS Regional events more or less for 
granted. Some may not realize that there was a time when 
we did not have Regionals. There was only the National 
meet, once a year. In the mid-’80s NCRS decided more 
than one meet a year was needed and the additional 
“national” events would be spread geographically. MAC 
agreed to sponsor the first ever NCRS Regional meet. It 
would be in Williamsburg. No one had ever held a regional 
NCRS meet before. No one had any experience. The 
National organization planned and run the National meet. 
So we convened a planning meeting. At that meeting we 

Restoring Cadmium and Zinc Parts on a Budget by Dave Kitch

I am now in the process of completing a body on 
restoration of my ‘65 Corvette coupe and wanted 

to start with detailing the engine compartment. I am 
concentrating on the parts that “attract attention.” I 
started with the cast aluminum alternator, hood support 
and hood catches. The hood support and catches 
were either cad or zinc plated by GM. Unlike my ‘66 
convertible, where all of the parts were sent out for 
cadmium replating, I did not want to spend the time or 
money this time around on the ‘65.

The hood part surfaces showed minor oxidation so 
I started with cleaning the parts with a degreaser 
followed by soap and water. I then used Wenol paste 
metal conditioner and mildly buffed the parts by hand.  
On stubborn surfaces I used a Dremel buffing tool or 
000 steel wool and Wenol. Once the parts were buffed 
I washed them again with soap and water, dried and 
applied a light coat of clear satin lacquer paint to prevent 
future oxidation. I have attached the before and after 
pictures of the hood catches.

met reality head on – hotel room night commitments, up 
front and special guest expenses, and multiple contract 
terms with guaranteed minimums. MAC was on the hook 
for this event. The National organization would not back 
MAC on any loss. We swallowed hard. WHAT IF? Nobody 
shows? Or more likely we didn’t make expenses. Forget 
trying to make a profit. What if we lost money? We stood 
to go as much as $5,000 in the hole. And MAC could not 
cover such a loss. We looked at one another.

And then Les spoke. “Let’s do it. Don’t worry about losing 
money. If we do I’ll cover it.” At first no one spoke. We all 
looked at Lester. “Are you serious?” He was.

 Lester made that first ever NCRS Regional happen. I’m 
sure if he had not made that offer MAC would have told 
National, “Forget it. Find someone else.” But he did and 
we did not. And the event was a grand success – the 
Williamsburg Regional is still talked about today.

Lester Bieri, a unique man with a heart of gold, a true 
MAC NCRSer and a truer friend. We will miss you Les, but 
please give the Lord a break ‘cause it’s always 5 o’clock 
in Heaven. 

Here’s one to you Les. Thanks 
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Zip Products Judging Event

We are planning a MAC judging and training event at Zip Products in Mechanicsville, VA for May 30 
and 31, 2014. MAC has reserved 15 rooms at a local Holiday Inn for our members who wish to stay 

over the night of May 30.  

For reservations, please contact the Holiday Inn Express-
Mechanicsville, VA directly at 804-559-0022.  

Room rates are as follows:  

King Rooms @ $89/night plus 13.3% tax.  
Double Rooms @ $99/night plus 13.3% tax.    

A full and hot breakfast is included with all of the rooms.   Check-in is 3:00 p.m. and check-out is 11:00 
a.m.  The hotel is conveniently located in very close proximity to Zip Products and only 1/2 mile from 
Interstate 295 with plenty of free parking. There are many group-friendly restaurants within walking 
distance from the hotel including IHOP, Ruby Tuesdays, and Outback Steakhouse.

For special Zip Product rates, all reservations must be made on or before May 16, 2014.  You must 
mention the special group rates for the “Zip Products Event.”
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application 
and Renewal 2014

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Reid Newcomb, Membership Chairman

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324



20   NCRS Mid Atlantic Chapter

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324

Inside: 
March Tech Session

 


